
 

Meadow Lake Drawdown Project 
Notice for Project Area Residents 

March 22, 2022 

 

You are receiving this notice because you reside within the Meadow Lake Watershed area or have 

expressed interest in the project. The drawdown of Meadow Lake was completed successfully in 

winter 2021-2022. West Central Environmental Consultants, Inc. has removed its pumping equipment 

from the lake. As the weather warms, snow melts, and spring rains begin, the lake will fill up with 

water. Per the Shingle Creek Watershed engineer’s calculations, the lake is expected to fill by late April 

or early May. If there is significant rain, the lake could fill sooner. 

 

What will I see? 

Every lake drawdown is different, but you will likely see, and perhaps smell, some of the decomposing 

plants and animals left in the lake during the drawdown. The invasive plant curly-leaf pondweed and 

overpopulation of fathead minnows have been frozen in the lake over the winter. Thawing ground 

and warmer temperatures may expose the plants and animals and produce odors. You may also see 

scavengers feeding on the decomposing plants and animals or project staff cleaning up. 

 

You may also see “floating sediment,” a common occurrence during drawdown projects. Frozen 

sediments may float to the surface because they are lighter than water. As the frozen sediments thaw, 

they will sink back to the bottom of the lake. See the photos on the last page of floating sediment mats 

on Normandale Lake in Bloomington, MN, following a lake drawdown in 2019.  

 

What’s next? 

The City of New Hope and the Shingle Creek Watershed staff will observe the lake regularly this 

spring and provide updates on the City and Watershed websites (see links below). The watershed will 

monitor the lake in summer 2022 for water quality, sediment chemistry, fish community and 

vegetation community to assess the success of the drawdown and consider the next steps in the lake’s 

management plan per the approved management plan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Information continues onto the next page) 



 

How can I get more information? 

Continue to check the City’s project website and the Watershed’s website for project updates. Scan the 

QR codes below using your phone’s camera to access the websites or go to: 

  

City of New Hope’s project website: newhopemn.gov/meadowlakedrawdown 

Shingle Creek Watershed Management Commission’s website: shinglecreek.org/meadow-lake-

management-plan.html 

 
City of New Hope webpage Shingle Creek webpage 

  
 

Contact the City or the Watershed with additional questions: 

 

Nick Macklem 

City of New Hope 

nmacklem@newhopemn.gov 

Diane Spector 

Representing Shingle Creek Watershed 

Organization 

diane.spector@stantec.com 
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Photos of floating mats of sediment on Normandale Lake following a drawdown. Photos courtesy of Nine Mile Creek Watershed District. 


